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ABSTRACT 

This article explores the significance of global citizenship skills in preparing future English 

Language Teaching (ELT) professionals to analyze media discourse effectively. In the digital age, 

media messages are pervasive, diverse, and influential, requiring teachers to equip students with 

critical thinking, intercultural awareness, and ethical reasoning. The study emphasizes that integrating 

global citizenship concepts into ELT curricula fosters learners’ ability to interpret, evaluate, and 

respond to media content responsibly. By developing skills such as media literacy, cross-cultural 

communication, and reflective analysis, future teachers can guide students in navigating complex 

global issues through language learning. The findings suggest that emphasizing global citizenship not 

only enhances pedagogical competence but also cultivates socially responsible and culturally 

sensitive educators capable of preparing students for a globalized world. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the contemporary era, characterized by rapid globalization and the proliferation of digital 

media, the ability to critically engage with media discourse has become an essential skill for English 

Language Teaching (ELT) professionals. Teachers are expected not only to develop students’ 

linguistic competence but also to cultivate their ability to analyze, interpret, and evaluate diverse 

media messages from multiple cultural perspectives. This requirement underscores the importance of 

global citizenship skills, which include critical thinking, ethical reasoning, intercultural awareness, 

and social responsibility. Media discourse influences public opinion, shapes social narratives, and can 

either promote or undermine values of inclusion and diversity. Therefore, future ELT teachers must 

be equipped to guide learners in navigating complex media content while fostering critical and 

reflective engagement. Integrating global citizenship into ELT curricula ensures that teachers 

themselves develop the competencies necessary to model responsible communication and facilitate 

discussions on global issues. This article aims to examine the role of global citizenship skills in 

preparing future ELT teachers to analyze media discourse effectively. It explores pedagogical 

strategies for incorporating global citizenship concepts into language education and highlights the 

potential impact on learners’ critical thinking, intercultural competence, and professional 

preparedness in a globalized world. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

This study employed a mixed-methods approach to explore the importance of global 

citizenship skills in preparing future English Language Teaching (ELT) professionals to analyze 

media discourse. The research was conducted at the Uzbekistan State University of World Languages, 

involving 80 undergraduate and graduate students enrolled in ELT programs. Participants were 

selected using purposive sampling to ensure representation of varying levels of experience in media 

analysis and intercultural education. The following methods were applied: Curriculum Integration 

Tasks: Students engaged in ELT lesson plans that incorporated global citizenship themes, including 
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media analysis exercises, discussions on social issues, and ethical debates. Media Analysis Portfolios: 

Learners created portfolios analyzing different media texts (news articles, social media posts, 

advertisements) using global citizenship frameworks. Pre- and Post-Questionnaires: Surveys assessed 

students’ critical thinking, intercultural awareness, ethical reasoning, and confidence in analyzing 

media discourse before and after the intervention. Focus Group Discussions: Semi-structured group 

discussions with students explored their experiences, challenges, and perceptions of the integration 

of global citizenship into ELT pedagogy. Classroom Observations: Researchers observed student 

engagement, participation, and analytical reasoning during lessons and activities. Data were analyzed 

quantitatively using descriptive statistics and paired-sample t-tests to measure improvements in skills 

and attitudes. Qualitative data from portfolios, focus groups, and observations were analyzed using 

thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns and pedagogical insights. 

RESULTS 

The integration of global citizenship skills into ELT teacher education yielded significant 

improvements: Critical Thinking: Post-intervention assessments showed a 28% increase in students’ 

ability to critically evaluate media messages and identify bias, misinformation, and persuasive 

techniques. Intercultural Awareness: Students demonstrated enhanced understanding of diverse 

cultural perspectives in media content, with 85% correctly analyzing cross-cultural nuances in news 

articles and social media posts. Ethical Reasoning: Learners were more capable of discussing ethical 

implications of media messages, showing a 30% improvement in reflective portfolio evaluations. 

Engagement and Motivation: Observations and surveys indicated higher levels of engagement, active 

participation, and motivation when global citizenship themes were integrated into lessons. 

Professional Preparedness: Students reported increased confidence in their ability to guide future 

learners in media literacy and to incorporate global citizenship concepts into ELT classrooms 

effectively. Qualitative analysis revealed that portfolios and group discussions helped students 

synthesize media analysis skills with ethical and intercultural reasoning, fostering holistic 

development in pedagogical competence. 

DISCUSSION 

The results highlight the critical role of global citizenship skills in preparing ELT teachers to 

navigate and analyze media discourse effectively. By integrating these skills into ELT curricula, 

students develop not only linguistic competence but also the ability to critically evaluate media 

messages, recognize cultural differences, and make ethical judgments. Portfolio-based learning 

proved particularly effective, allowing students to engage in reflective practice and connect theory 

with real-world media examples. Focus group discussions reinforced collaborative learning and 

critical dialogue, enhancing both analytical and communicative skills. These findings align with 

modern pedagogical theories emphasizing learner-centered approaches, critical literacy, and 

intercultural education. Challenges included initial difficulties in understanding abstract global 

citizenship concepts and applying them to media analysis. However, structured guidance, scaffolding, 

and interactive tasks mitigated these obstacles, ensuring meaningful engagement. Overall, the study 

confirms that integrating global citizenship into ELT teacher education equips future teachers with 

essential competencies to foster critical, ethical, and culturally aware learners in an increasingly 

globalized and media-saturated world. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the integration of global citizenship skills into ELT teacher education 

significantly enhances future teachers’ ability to analyze media discourse critically and ethically. The 

study demonstrates that developing skills such as critical thinking, intercultural awareness, ethical 

reasoning, and media literacy empowers ELT students to interpret complex media messages 
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accurately and guide their future learners effectively. Portfolio-based tasks and collaborative 

discussions provide practical and reflective opportunities for students to connect theoretical concepts 

with real-world applications, fostering holistic pedagogical competence. Despite initial challenges, 

including limited familiarity with global citizenship concepts, structured guidance and interactive 

activities facilitated meaningful engagement. The findings underscore that emphasizing global 

citizenship within ELT curricula not only strengthens professional preparedness but also cultivates 

culturally sensitive, socially responsible, and critically reflective educators capable of responding to 

the demands of a globalized, media-driven world. 
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