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Annotation: 

"Most Frequent Water Polo Errors and How to Correct Them" provides an in-

depth analysis of the most common mistakes made by water polo players and 

offers practical solutions for improvement. Covering technical, tactical, and 

strategic errors, this guide addresses issues such as improper shooting mechanics, 

weak defensive positioning, inaccurate passing, and poor decision-making in game 

situations. It also explores common swimming and endurance challenges that affect 

overall performance. By offering expert insights, corrective drills, and coaching 

strategies, this resource is essential for players, coaches, and teams looking to refine 

their skills, minimize errors, and maximize their competitive potential in the sport 

of water polo. 
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Water polo is a physically demanding and strategic sport that requires 

swimmers to have a combination of swimming skill, ball control, and coordination 

with strategy. Players are prone to making mistakes that affect their performance 

and the success of their team. This article addresses some of the most frequent 

water polo errors and provides solutions to allow players to improve their game. 

1. Ineffective Treading Technique 

One of the most basic skills in water polo is treading water effectively with the 

eggbeater kick. Too many players overuse scissor kicks or flutter kicks, which are 

not viable in game conditions. 

How to Correct It: 

• Master the eggbeater kick, where each leg independently moves in a circular 

pattern. 

• Train walking on water with a weight hanging over the water in an attempt 

to enhance endurance and strength. 
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• Have the upper body relaxed to conserve energy and possess better control 

of the ball. 

2. Poor Passing and Ball Control 

Poor passing and ball-handling lead to turnovers, which reduce the scoring 

chances of a team. The faults are bad passes, underestimating the direction of the 

ball, and failing to cover the ball from defenders. 

How to Correct It 

• Build wrist strength and flexibility to improve ball control. 

• Practice passing to a partner at different distances and angles. 

• Pass the ball high so interceptions can't be made. 

• Use the off-hand to clear space and protect the ball from defenders. 

3. Inaccurate Shooting 

A majority of players shoot inaccurately. This can be due to poor body 

alignment, not following through, or incorrect grip on the ball. 

How to Improve It: 

•\tStand correctly prior to shooting, with the hips and shoulders facing the 

goal. 

•\tPossess a wrist and finger follow-through to handle the ball well. 

•\tShoot for the corners of the goal rather than the goalkeeper. 

•\tUse fake shots to deceive the goalkeeper before the actual shot. 

4. Poor Defensive Positioning 

Defensive errors are common in water polo, which creates easy scoring 

opportunities for the opposing team. Not reading movement, overcommitting, and 

bad spacing are some of the frequent errors. 

How to Fix It: 

•\tMaintain a balanced position with the hips up to be agile and ready to 

react. 

•\tWatch the waist of the opponent rather than the ball to read movement. 

•\tTalk to teammates to have good coverage and defensive rotations. 

• Don't lunge or commit too early, as this will leave holes in the defense. 

5. Poor Game Awareness 

Failure to remain aware on the field will translate into missed opportunities 

and unnecessary fouls. Players become too focused on the ball and neglect game 

flow, teammates, and opposition. 

How to Enhance It: 

• Sweep the pool regularly to monitor teammates' and opponents' locations. 

• Develop a strong game plan and team play. 

• Take guidance and corrections from the coach and teammates. 
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• Stay disciplined in order to avoid unnecessary fouls that can compromise 

the team. 

6. Fatigue and Endurance Issues 

Water polo is a high-energy sport requiring ultimate stamina. Players with 

poor stamina may not be able to hold up through the game. 

How to Correct It: 

• Incorporate swim training and conditioning drills into regular practice 

sessions. 

• Stress breathing mechanics to conserve energy when swimming. 

• Construct interval training for endurance and power explosion. 

• Provide good diet and hydration to support stamina and recovery. 

7. Over-Reliance on Individual Play 

Although individual talent is important, water polo is a team sport. Certain 

players have the error of attempting to do everything independently, ignoring 

passing opportunities and teamwork. 

How to Fix It: 

• Always search for open teammates and pass when possible. 

• Have faith in teammates to make offensive and defensive contributions. 

• Prioritize team drills that promote passing and movement. 

•\tBuild a good understanding of set plays and positioning to optimize team 

efficiency. 

Conclusion 

Water polo requires a combination of technical skill, physical conditioning, 

and tactical awareness. By identifying and eliminating faults, players can improve 

their performance and become more effective members of their team. Constant 

training, compliance, and game awareness are needed in refining the sport. 

Through consistent self-improvement, players are able to refine their skills and 

reach their full potential for water polo. 
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